ANARCHIST FEDERATION

254 Amberley-roed, London W,9,

3rd June, 1950

To 21l groups and members of the AFB,

Dear Comrsdes,

Members of the London Group have bsen
dissstisfied for some time with ths eyparent stagnation of

our movement, Since the election of the Labour Govermment
in 1945 the AFB has not developed &8s we sntioipated at the
Glsggow Congress, Members have lepsed and have net been

replaced by new blood, organised Anarchist activity in
Scotland ~ keystone of our movement during the wer - hes
geesed, end our propegende elsewhere hes, to e lerge extent,
fallen on desf cors, Our work on the internationel field,
for the formation of e World Amnamrchist Federation has not
borne fruit - indeed, our position was decisively rejected at
the Internationsl Congress in Paris lagt Autumn,

Comredes know, %00, that gur ettempts to form
@ pootion of the Internstionsl Working Men's Association im
this country have been unsuccessful, It is clear, moregover,
thet we have insuffiolent forces to attempt the organisstipn
of suth a seotion slongside the'AFB - aotivity of members is
alreedy fully ocoupied with AFB]work.

: While the ebove assessment of eur present
position is not pleesent or encouraging, comrades will, we
think, esgree thet it is en honest statement,

The main reason for our leck of progress is
undoubtedly the contimed support of the great majority of
British workers for the Labour Govermment, coupled with oup
failure to es¥rnct the discontented minority by providing em
elternative .to the right-wing trade union leadership end the
Communigt Party's opportunism, This failure is not, we are
convinced, due to any deficienocy in our syndicalist ideas &nd
propaganda, but to their heving no organised form of
expression -~ end ‘to the smell number of comrades who are
actively engeged in industrisl work.

It is olear that there is going to be an
increasing pumber of industrial.disputes during the coming
months, Signs of unrest are beooming marked in & number
of different industries, emd these will be accented as the
employing eless mekes sharper attacks on weges snd working
conditions, Short time - prelude to umemployment - ig
elready being worked in 2 pumber of industries,

With our present fomm of organisetion - as an
Ansrohist propegonds grouping ~ London comrades consider we
sre incapable of teking effective ectiom in the ooming
gituation which will, however, provide the opportunity for



successful syncicalist sctivity, The AFB clearly lacks the
organisationzl form both to etiract discontented workers and
to give en 2lternative to T,U. organisation,

After lengthy digcussion on the basis of the
above points, e London Group hes decided to submit the
following proposals to provinciel comrades: -~

1, Thot the AFB should trsnsform itself
inte on orgwnlsatlon which will concern itself solely
with synalcclinu Propngenda and ectiom,

2, Thet this orgenisation should aimd
firstly, at cerrying out industrisl propsgande and
formlng, where pc sible, rank-end-file groupings in
the different indus es; secondly, to sct as 8
lisison. organisstion between these groupings and;
thArd’y, to provide. by these meems, the bagis for
Confederation of Lebour in this country,

3, That the organisation should immediately
affilinte with the International Working Men's
Agsociction,

4, That the orgenisation should be open
to workers who want 2 radicel change in industrisl
organisation and the osteblishment of a free society,
but who may mot be Anarchists in the philosophical
sense,

2, Thet the new organisation shall teke
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6, That, with the agreement of provincial’
comrades to the subutence of these proposals, @&
national Congress be teld in Menchester for the
insugvrstion of the néw ozgsmisation,

We recognise thet membership of the new,
syndicelist orgemisstion d, of necessity, be lorgely
limited to the present me

crsliip of the Anorohist Federation
in its esrly stoges, but we coxsider a chonge of this kind
would give us & far greater oprortunity of development,
perticularly in the period of intensified industriel struggle
whioh is repidly epproaching,

therefore esk &ll comrades to give these

iste oonsidercstiom, and to let
or. as possible,

With revolutionary greetimgs,
Yours fretermally,

KEN HAWKES FRANK ROWE
(for Wetional C'ttee) (Sec'y, London Groud)




