Before ddaling with the facts which we belleve 1
Desmond Fenwick? we think comrades should be acouagﬁtggniiéiizeiztiggoige
the office routine concerning correspondence and remittances which are
@eceived at the office for the Freedonm Press. When a letter is received
it is entered in a numbered kmmk letter hook, and any money enclosed is
noted, ingluding the fact that it isa Postal Order ,dstamog ete The =
letter and the remittance are then gtamped with the same ﬁumber.és that
entered against the letter in the letter boolt. The letters are then Diacea
in 3he trays pyovided and the money in thexdmawerx a drawer in the desk.
Qn b?iday evenings the money in the drawer is checked against the entries
tn the letter book and the entrieg and then transferred to the Freedom
fress . Cash Book. During the few weeks breceding the 6th. May, owing to
pressure of work, and the fact that the money in the drawer had alwgvs
checked up with the entries in the book to the last postage stamp, V.R.
glspgnsed with the actual checking and assumed that all the moneﬁ,eﬁeterea
1n.tne book was actually in the drawer. However, on the 8th., May, a
Friday, after having glanced throuszh the letter book to gsee Whetﬁer there
was any‘particulariy interesting mail, and having noticed that there was
a contplbution of two pounds cash on the 6th. May, V.R. took the money
from the drawer, and noticed thet the two pounds were missing. Comrades
were asked if they had used the money for stamps or any other purpose
connected with the office, but no one had removed the mnoney. D.F. was
also asked in view of the fact that he had received the letter and had
entered it up in the book. (It should be noted that we had previously
been‘gdvised by L.H. thet this contribution was beinz sent, and D.F. xax
%lgo knew about this. It was therefore impossible to make the letter

disappear" without entering it into the book without enguiries being
made of the person who had promised the money) Nothing further was done
in the matter except for a thorough search being made>by MILB in the
waste paper basket without result.

On the 26th. May D.F. was asked to cash a cheque for ten pounds
which wes a contribution to our Fund. D.F. stated that he took the money
to the office, put it in an envelope which he sealed, wrote"tep pounds"
on it .and left it on the table. The next &ay morning when JH called at
the office to collect the money to pay the printer, he found only eight
notes in the envelope. 7"hen D.F. was questiomed about the XS¥Ex zk xu=E
Pamk matter he assured JH that he had counted the money at the bank and
was sure that he had put the full amount into the envelope. 2

On the tst. June, ILB was at the office all day and the only person
who had been at the office besides herself that day was Desmond Fenwick.
When in the evening MLB opened her purse which had been lying on the table
in the library all day, she discovered that a pound note which she had
placed in her identity card had disappeared.

After the lecture on June 12th., PE, JH, and DF walked home to JH's
flat. PE opened the door and left her keys, the office keys and her purse
containing the collection at the meeting, amounting to 25/3 plus some 3
money of her own, all on the table in the living room. That same evening
all these articles disappeared, and the only person to leave the flat :
was DF. It should be noted that the previous evening an incident occurred
which leff PE 111 at ease, vparticularly in view of the previous disappear-
ce of money at the office. She had called at DF's room, and only when
n the street did she notice that she had forgotten her pirge. She rang
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bpurse to find its way there unless deliberatedy vpushed into the sldes, as

wes shown by the fact that DF had to raise the seat in order to find the
purse.

By this time we could not but suspect DF of being dishonest. We
therefore decided to face him with our suspicions on Saturday June 20th.
We invited him to VR's flat in the g¥ening after the Empress Stadium mze
meeting. During the same afternoon however a further incident made our
susplcions even gtronger. VR was at the office during the afternnon and
evening making parcels. DF arrived with MB (Mark Barad, a young boy who
was interegted in the movement at the tlme) in the early ofternnon. VR
left the office for lunch with JH whilst the two other comrades remasined
at the office. On their return they discovered that MB had clesred all
the packing paper away from the library, and he even remsrked ~n the
way he had tidied up the office. VR then brought back all the papsr
pDacking paper and put it on the fldor once more. DF in the meantime went
to the Post Office and on his return showed considerable agitation because
he was afraid he would be late for the Empress Stadium meeting. He threw
a few unopened letters on the table which were the evening mell These
were opened and entered by V.R. Some time later, however, when VR was =X
clearlng up, he discovered under the packing paper which was on the floor
a number of letters which had all been opened. On going through these he
noted that No. 1848 containing a P.0. for 3/- and 1854 with a 1/7 B.O.
were all complete exmcept for thp P.0.8. The remaining letters were intact
and the Postal Orders all crogsed. When DF arrived at VR's fTat that
evening, the first thing he asked was whether VR had found the REREXRR =
mzxX 12 o'clockhimehlhe had collected from the postman outside the door
that morning, but had forgotteh where he had put it. VR recounted the
incident at the office, and pointed out that two P.O.s were missing. He
thought the suggestion fantastic but after a while rather reluctantly
removed papers from his pocket, and amonget these papers Were the missing
orders. It was noted that the two P.0.s were both uncrossed, and could
therefoee be cashed at any Post Offiee. From another pocket he withdrew
& letter addressed to the Press, which contained an uncrossed order for
5/-, and was a contribution to the Press Fund (No. 1861). He dismissed
the whole matter by saying that he was in such & hurry over the meeting
that it was quite posgible that these articles should have gone astray.

He admitted, however, that at midday when he collected the mail, he went
to a cafe in Swisg Cottage for lunch, where he opened the cornespondence, .
that time he was in no hurry. Vor could he explain to our satisfaction
w it was that only uncrossed P.0.s went astray. Following mm this, we
ut fore DF all the grounds for our suspiclons in the hobe that the
- e cleared up. He admitted that our frankness showed our
neg ‘owards him, as well as our wish to be proved mistake
: the P. 0 8 found on him, the rest of th e

.vvhe meeting adjourned ot 3.‘
) ) detail which we think c
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notice he, DF, should not deal with offlice matters or correspondence. 5
Another meeting was held on the 24th of June without result ihough we

were able to ascertain that someone was still visiting the offive, for
another 20 shillings disappeared from the office on the night of the

24th June.

No more money was left at the office after that date, though we
were able to prove by means of tapes on the office door that someone
with the missing keys was still entering the office. On londay July Tth
DF phoned MLB at the offive at midday apologlsing for not having arrived
at the appointed time as he had overslept and had just got up. On Tuesdg
morning MLB went to the offive at about 115, m. and found the office door
unlocked, the tapes disturbed and the drawer where the money was kepd had
also been moved. When DF arrived MLB confronted him, telling him that
someone had been at the office. DF remarked that it was very interesting
as it showed that someone was stlll coming to the office. MLB retorted
that it was not very interesting since she believed him to be the person
responsible . 1f he were not the person, then presumably he would not
object to emptying his pockets. He proceeded to remove a number of artie
remarking ( and thus confirming our opinion at the first meeting) that as
he had so many odds znd ends in his pockets, he had been reluctant to enmp¥y
them the first time. MLB could hear & sound of keys in his pocket even
after DF had said that he had emptied them, and in the end was obliged to
search his pockets for herself, and withdrew from them the . three migsing
keys to the office doors. He denied that these were the office keys, 8o
MLB proceeded to lock DF in the office to convince him that they were the
right keys. He made no further comment. MLB then demanded to visit his
ro0n.,. He readily agreed at the beginning but during the time they remairr
ed at the office ( as MLB was expecting someone to call) he tried to be
difficult, In the end he suggested that if he gave his keys to MLB she
could visit his room when she liked and he would be unable to have access
to his room without them. 1B refused, and later discovered that these
keys were for tne front door, and that the door of his room could be opendl
without a key. A hurried inspection of the contents of the room, reveald
firstly a telegram from our Comrade ?L (Glasgow) ordering literature, whid
~we never saw at the office. DF explained when gquestioned that it was an
old one, thouzh actually it had been gent less than a week previously,

. and incidentally, had it not been for the fact that our comrade FL phondd

- us regarding this order which was urgently reguired for the weekend meet-
ing, he would not have recelved the literature in time, if at all. A
letter addressed to the tenant on the ground floor from a refugee b
Switzerland, including photographs was algso found. A number of subscrip=

tion forms duly completed were also recovered. DF explained that this
e had probably carried around in his pocket. B
egsed to Freedom Press, all less than a week old
e found in drawers. Tt wag noted that most of
offered no explanation, but suggested that the

recovered the keys, DF explai
4 at the office, four




He added that he had been to the office on lMonday morning at %a.m.
_ whereas on Monday morning he phoned MLB at midday saying he had just got
gk o By These contradictions are important because, in our opinilon, they
‘strengthen our opinion that DFs explanations are pure fabricatlon.

Tt was decided that the whole matter should be discussed as soon as
possible and on Wednesday July 8th a meeting was held at VRs flat, at
which were present DF, NMLB, AM, and VR. All the foregoing was reéveated
including the incidents dating back to May Sth. DF agreed before those
present that the facts were correctly stated in so far as he was con-
cerned. He said that he wished to offer an explanation which was as
follows: a communist living in the same house as himgelf had seen & friem

- of & communist girl P. go into his (DFg) room, and that he did not know
that DF entertained communists in his room. In other words DF wished
us to believe that the letters had been "planted"” on him ( It should be
. noted however that when questioned regarding the telegram wnich arrived
about the same time as the letters, he seemed to know of its existence/.
~ Following this information he alleged that he went to the CP headquarters
 in order to find out the address of this person P. to make further enquir-
ies, When questioned by VR as to how he went to the CP headgquarters, he
~ gaid that he caught a bus on the Liverpool 8t. route and descended at
~ New Books in Southhampton Row, and then his description was very vague,
~ Challenged further he drew a plan , locating the CP headquarters am being
 in the direction of Endsleigh Street, which is in actual faect just in the
gite direction, and over & mile from the CP headquarters. This story
10t tiefy those present, and it was then agreed that the compl '
sots should be laid before the AF who were to declde whether DF were a
ft person to belong to our movement, :
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