70 THEE COMRADES OF THE AR,

THE EVENTS of the last few weeks and especially of the last two days have scarcely
left my thoughts since Sunday morninfs ‘I do not remember when I have lost myself in
ny daily work with such relief.

During these weelts I have heard accusations of the most serious kind
levelled not only at mmself but at those comrades whose devothon k@ and wark the
movement ought to cherish more, perhaps, than any other comrades. These accusations
came in the first instance from outside the Tndlish movement; - thoudh serious, - they
were not a fraction so humiliating as when the same accusations were upheld and even
repeated by comrades in the & B, (itself, -It is this lattei fact which makes me write
this letter, -

The accusations principally implied bad faith in myself and ML and V. Bub
the epithet "Stalinism"™ was also applied, and the susgdestion made thab our conduct
constituted a dereliction of anarchist principles. I do not think the comrades can
aonsstly maintain that to resent such accusations is to show merely "personal keske
itiky® dislike", or to display "edocentricity™. ‘Nor do I thimk the comradss have
the risht to ask anyone to try and "rise above"™ the resentment they occasion. -These
accusations were made in writing and have géne into the zEzkiwex rscords of the A,7P:
to the shame of the movement (in my opinion) no attempt has been made to refute these
slurs against the reveluticnary character of the comrades in question, -

In my own life, :I do not tolerate anyone calumniating in my heapin%either
my frisnds, or my colleajues at work, or - least of sll- mv comradss in the move-

ment. - To omit to challenge such calumnies is a bresch of loyalty of which I should

be ashamed to be guilty, When Wilhelm Liebknecnt, aftsr: Bakunin's death, -defamed




his character, he was immediately challended by Malatesta. When Johann Most

denidrated Berkman he was immsdiately attacked by Smma Coldman.  Whatever one may %
think of the methods employed to make them retract their words, ons can only admire
the loyalty of thoss who rushed forward to defend a comradé's dood name, I have
had def amatory lies simed at me before - by Gape, by Peter Bindley (at the meeting
with the LAM), people for whom I have no respect and to whose calumnies I am
indifferent. When Guy Aldred attacked me, I was imprisoned and was drateful to be
defended by KH in War: Commentary, -But Aldred I'hold in contempt because of his
petty attacks on Emma @sdmxx Goldman,  and because he defended the Bolsheviks whem
they imprisoned and assassinated the Russian Anarchists, He merits contempt also
for his trivial attack on Tom Brown, -

Attacks coming from Spanish comrades are much mcré distasteful, thoush
they are not nearly so humiliating as when they are echoed within our: movement
it self., Despite everything, -however, because above all T haxs prize the unity
and good comradeship in our movement, I was prepardd to swazllow these insults,
hoping that the comradé'’s tolerance of them.(lsvelled as they were at members of
the AF) was but the expression of momentary azat and pai;ng antagonisms within
the movement, I think the adreement to collaeborate between the AP and the CNT
group is sufficient to show kimxk that I was ready to do my part in attempting
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to suppress what I redard as 1egitimati(self—respect.j

Nevertheless, I did not allow the ingults from comrades in the AP to pass
by in private. I faced TB with his assertion that I was acting with an ulbdrior me
motive, i.e. in bad faith, on the following Tueasday nidht. "So far from with—
drawing his assertion, he repeated it. With reserd to KH, :a comrade in the move-

ment had attempted to heal thuse wounds by speaking to each of us privately. ' In
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the hope that KH was animated by the same desire for good rzlations as I am, I there-
Fore approached him, and sugdested that w should talk things over. In the face of -
these overtures, what aw I to think when, on Sunday, s man whe has specifically and
publically chargsd me and my most valued comrades with Stalinist behaviour and the
wish to sbotalie relations between our:movemen?s: and that a& o general meeting of all
15 poposed fov Mlurbiashop of v AF?

the comrades of the CNT group,éWhat am I to think when my own comrades, far from in-
dignantly #zmyimg robutting thess calummiies, offer to honour ths calumniators with
membership of the Af.,?

I do not think I, still less comradses ML and V, have deserved such treatment
of the movement. If the comrades believe the CNT insults to be true (and they were
virtually repeated by T85, and were specifically approved by XKH at an earlier mesting
of ths AP, when Lilimn asked him if he approved the letter from the Commission), if
they do not feel they can deny these chardes, they oudht to expel me from the move-
ment. #or my part, I cannot work with those who do not trust me, nor can I resard
them as my comeades. I am sure the comrades have not thousht these things out, but
I appeal to them honestly to ask themselves whethsr, if they were in the position
I find @ysel? in, they would fezl othsr than I do? I assure them that I have never:
felt so unhéppy in my relations with the movement as I have done in these last days.:
I do not see how I can continue in the movement while the comrades continue to accept
these insults levelled at the movement as a whole, and at certain comrades in
particular. -

A final point. "I have tried in this letter to speak for myself alone. 'But
the accusations themsslves as well as the anger: I feel at those who defame them, has
sometimes compslled ms to identify myself with certain comrades. That cannot be

helped, -Yet they are nott committesd by anything I say, not do they know that I am

s
Lo
W s




writing this letter. And now I want to say certain things which they perhaps

would not care t0 say. It has repestedly been charged that the movement has

failed to extend solidarity to the comrades of the Spanish movement and have even
made them feel unwelcoms. Comrades in the AF have uncritically repeated the charge,
alleging "hostility" between the AEndlish and Spanish comrades in the paste In my
opinion, the comrades ought to be made aware of the fact that when our movement
consist«d almost solely of ML and V, these two comrades, -then barely twenty years
o0ld, arranded for the board and lodging of about thirty Spanish comrades for

some months, and for some ten of them -~ Pradas amondst them - for a year. Comrade

V lost time in his examinations because he devoted his entire day to extending

solidarity to the Spaniards. Althoudn the comrades did not agree with the policy
contained in it, -out of loyalty to the Spaniards they printed and distributed the
pamphlet  "Three Years of Strufdle in Spain', I have bsen in contacé with the
movement since a year after the Spanish war: enddd, and I know how many times and

in the teeth of how many disappointments ML and V have asked the Spanish combades

to help in the work of assistind our movement, Pzrhaps ths comrades will realize how
I felt when I heard our movement Saxad with Fafiling to welcome Spanisrds as comrades;
perhaps they wxX can dusss my feelinds when I saw my own cepmrades accepting such
charges at their facs value, and themsslves accusing the "comrades who ak have been

in the movement longest®™ with svincing"hostility" towards the Spaniards, -

R, — P ——— — e e e e, gt e I e, e . SRR O, Al Ml . . o OSOD ..




8|

These ma@bers have not been raissd before because to tell the truth about
them baldly would have been openly to impudn the sincerity ( to say nothing of-
ordinary gratitude) of the Spanish comrades who originated the chargdes. It would have

As Olpvap
put obstacles in the way of collaboratind with the Spaniards(if the issue of - their:
attitude to the war wsre satisfastorily cleared up, Comradcs who have joined the
movement since the Span:ish War ousht to honour camrades ML and V for not defending
themselves by revealind the above mhamfzs factsy they ousht to recognize that their
silencé on this matter indicates their willingness not to raise matters cf the
past as fubther bones of contention. Let the comrades ask LGW if what I have said

e
is not the trubth, Let them ask T3, whose sileonce on the matter does him no credit.
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In conclusion, -I can only rciterate what I samd on Sunday: for a comradely
feelind to be maintained in the movement, it is of fundamental importance ghat
comrades should respect each other; and that the comrades have no right, and
should not have the desire, to trample roush-shod on the fealingd of other: com-
rades, If I Jid not feel that I have never been Juilty of such trampling myself,

I should nob feel able to appsal to .omrades now. 3ubt it is humiliating to have

to make such an appeal 2% all,

Your fraternally,




