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T.W. Brown
Dear Cvomrade, ' :

after our last A,F, meeting I find it impossible
to remain a member of the organisatio.n. I have been conside-
ring the matter very carefully and it seems to me that my
presence in the A.F, can only give rise to more violent and
disagreable discussions at our meetings and s‘tmggle within

myself, :
I am resigning as a protest against what I consider

to be a lack g;f\mora’% in the A.Fe o The A.F, 1s not
in my opinion , a political party in which members.are held
together merely by a joint programme, it should be a movement

in which each member kax respects and loves his fellow members.
Some comrades sneered at 't.h'e last meeting, when John and 1

. talked of the friendship and loyalty members should feel to-
wards one another , I am afraid that this smeering attitude
towards principles is at the root of the trouble qccuriﬁg in the
A.f. -.. This was shown at the time of the Desmond affaif. It
tookaggg comrades quite a long time to admit Desmond's guilt

: simply because of the lack of com‘idence they had in VRy JH,
‘vﬁé‘ I, ihen Bill Gape started behaving :I.n the most insulting

way . towards some comradea and nwself in particular again a |

‘number of comra des were prepared to show sympathy towards hape
and did not feel :l.n the least ineulted by the insults other
 comrades had to bear. Recently the Spa.niards Pradas and. Delao
'veama along and Mluli m accused us of not wanting ta ;
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collaborate with them 4, though the reason they gave was ex-
tremely flimsy , that of the letter, many comrades were pre-
pared to believe that the fact that the letter was not read

was part. of a dark plot to keep the Spaniards away from our
movement. A few facts would have easily dispelled their suspi- :
cions, Vero and I have helped and worked with the Spaniards

not only during the revolution but when they arrived in this |
country, We have many friends ainong them .. I was the first

in our movement to talk of collaborationx with the Spaniards
and I addressed an appeal to them to work with us wheﬁ I talked
at the Cohway Hall 3 ycars agov. But after having known them

for 5 years , having had numerous discussions with them and
having followed their paper I knew of their equivozal attisude
regarding the war and presumed that a body like the AF which de-
nounces Rocker in no uncertain term would not be willins to '
ally itself publicly with an organieation which was known to -
be pro-war, by all those who had eyes to see and ears to hear,
My remarks and more particularly those of John and Vero were
put down to "personal differences " with the Spaniards, diffe-
rences which had never existed as proved by the facts quoi'.ed
above,. Just as at the time of Desmond and Gape many comre.dea
were prepared to believe ‘Uelso and rradas o whom many of them
had hever seen before, rather than V.J'. and I, wbth whom they
have worked for many years, 'The result was that t.hey were
manoevred by the Commission, First the Commiasion said that
they would produce a docmnent showing that the CNT group in thil
country was opposed to the war , and they in fact prcduced &




document w&i&ﬂrdik'not answer our pojmt as it did not refer

Lo the present war, They later on admitted never having discus-
sed the question of the war between themselves and later even

refused +to make a statement on their attitude to the war

and asked for unconditional collaboration, Far from being
. ~shocked by such a shifty attitude the A;FL licked the hand
they had been beaten with -and forgot all about thexx question
. of the war, I would like the comrades to re-read sometimes
the correspondence between the Spanish Commission and ourselves
and then they mlght see why I maintained that they have
treated the A.F, in a dishonest and insulting way,
The issue of the Spaniards has been obscured by a iot
of personal hostility_; and I think that this crisis was'bound;
to occur 1hzxaxur.sooner or later . It is no use kidding.our-

P ' selves there ;_ some ho:tillty against what has been cadlled
the "belsize Rd, people" ,Phillip has been frank enough to _
admit that such an hostility existed but Ken has persistently
denied it when he was openly and frankly asked about it though
izitndxun'with other comrades he has often complained of the
dictatorship of Belsize Rd imxmxveryxxisismiximmguazex., The
case of Ken illustrates what I man by lack 'of principles in
the A;Fﬁ ; Ken has never once attacked us and me in barti#
cular either privately or in public but he has built a smexet

,resefwe of resentlemnt which manifeats outself by attacks
behind our backs or by outbursts at AF meetings on completely

Adigfarent queations.‘ When I have had to criticise sen + have f
aluaya seen him personally 9 Or uritten to him I hawe teld
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him that he was lazy and inefficient at the office and that he
had an equivocal attitude over BillAGape. Once my criticisms
were put to him I tried to forget about them and RimsxaxfimX
zmngratux I was glad when Ken showed abilities in other dirrelgtioz
such as reporting strikes and speaking‘. I think Ken shoﬁld he.- .
‘ve expressed his criticisms of me in the same way instead of
storing them up or venting them wit_.h other comrades. '
' I wanted to see Ken and talk all this over with him
but after the last meeting I feel too descouraged to do sov.
= The attitude of Tom has also been so stmange that I feel that
there is something really wrong somewhere and that it is be,ond,
my forces to remedy it . . I have worked with Tom for aboufr five
years and J ohn has worked in close collaboration with him ever
S since he joined our movemen‘c, I can't reMber a single is'sue__
-of any importance in which we disagreed with Tom (up to the
question of the Spaniards), there is not a single step we have
taken without consulting Tom and getting his approval and yet
. now d oh"vand I cannot open. our mouths without being accusedbﬂ
of having base politicai motives in our minds. We are accused
by him of dict.atorsh:ip, when , if there is any dictatorship
"he is as responsible for it as we are as he should share the
responsibility for everything we have dome with his approval.
: If I saw that. Tom and Ken has some good reasons- be-
. hind their attitude I would of coursge try t.o mend my ways but.
I frankly confesé‘ that I demkt think they are prompt.ed by
personal motives ami that the on]y way for me to meet their

approval would be tx for me to stop critieiamg them, I‘ be-
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lieve it is a great mistake on my part to tell Ken shen I think
that he is lazy,vto iell Tom when I think he is unreliable re-
garding the delivery of articles or t&a& he refuses to accept
responsibilitiesy I should not tell Jack that he is ignossnt
of the attitude of the Spaniards regarding the war, etic , etc,
"I realise that it would be better to be nice to everybody but
though I esteem it a great privilege to be a gember of the AF
1 cannot possibly change my character and my love for direct
and truthful relations with comrades for the sake of remaining
.in it; }

I will not disguise the fact that resigning from the AF
has sdsied me a lot; I particularly regret mm& that this will
prevent me from assisting to the Amarchist Congress on which

I founded great hopes . I also- deeply rsgnnt to having to
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resign from the Editorial Board as from its inceptlon I have
— —ma

given War Commentary the best of my time and energies. But

I can assure the comrades that I will go on working fbr the
movement as hard as possible &nd that I shall remain loyal

to 1t'; I will carry on my obligations towards the hxpress
Printers 4 The Freedom Bsokshop, the French Magazine and I will
help Pete:r at the office ; I am sorry if my 1eaving the kdito=-

~ rial Board will.g&ve more work to some comrades but I will do
my best to help , if it is necessary, ths comwade who will taks
.,'on my job in the "technical" sidé of the paper.

I hope that when ths“:gzit will be healed and when the '

1ncxp11eable :::ll4grievances of certain comradns will have 4“
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disappeared I shall be allowed to Join the A.F, once again.

Before leaving you I would like ‘%o appeal once again
to all of you to make_an effort to be as frank as possible towa-
rds one another and to remember that thogtless eriticisms
and accusations can cause more serious harm than some comrades
seem to think . I would also remind the comrades to'kuep the
confidence of the movement better than they have done in the

past , gossip with persons foreign to the movement do not

improve relations within the movement « I had often wanted to
raise that point But was afraid of stirring up more hostility,
as thii»is a bit like a testament, I can mention it now !

\i am sad at leaving you but I know that insidppy .
out31de the A.r. I will work with you for the cause °OE:II;¢1'
Anarchismx ‘and the xevelutlon.

Yours fraternslly,

M
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