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London, January 17th, 1944 /Q

Dear Comrade,

We havebeen hoping to see gpu in London during the last
few weeks., From all accounts it floes not seem to have been possible.
We regret this very much, the more so since developments tnirbhin
the A.F. and relationship between the A.F, and a2 group which has
assumed control of the publications have been strained fop some
time and have now come to a crisis.

As you know friction at fir st arose ostensibly over the
admission of tke Spanish commades and other petty personal issues
which have been consistently used by the so-called Freedom Press
Group to camouflage their real intention of maintaining control
of the means of publication and exercise a dictatorship over the
movement, Fortunately some of us foresaw the trend of events and

- made an attempt, with a small degree of success, to reorganise the

movement. If such reorganisation had been successful all the assets

of the movement& and its offices would have reverted to the control

of the movement as a whole, In this way all officers would havebeen

_€elected at a Nati onal Congress and would have been.subgect to
vimmediate recall and rotation of office. -

~ As you will_know in the past the",itorial Board for example
o ; : ‘~;Frequen_ *”however, de- =

7 : ons together with a; hosen{'
rmed themselves into an autonomous group, the so-called :
Press Group (member‘“ =
,18 g eup;beca .
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they stated that they had the legal control of the assest of the
.movement but were prepared to collaborate with the A,F., on certain
terms, These terms virtually reduced the AP, to.a form of tutelage

iand could not be accepted,
Consequently the A.F, at its next meeting on January 7th

' dedided that "the suzgestion of FP,P.G, that it was for the A.F. to
collaborate with it on these or any other terms is unacceptable,
Tt is for individuals and small groups to collaborate with the

movement",

& Two members of the A, F. London Group were dele gated to go to
Glasgow and present the position to the Glasgow Group. This was
done at a meeting held in Glasgow on Thursday January 1lth. At this
meeting the Glasgow A.F. passed the following resolution: "that
F.,P.G., as a gesture of good faith hand over the publication of
"War Commentary" to the A.F. of Gt. Britain; that a Nathonal Congress

be held as soon as possible to reconsider the entire basis of
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